
ery going forward. Starting 
with this issue we will be 
delivering to every home 
through Valassis and the 
door store bags. Please tell 
your friends, neighbors and 
anyone that has had trouble 
getting out to pick one of 
our papers up in the past 
that they can look for it on 
their door step or around the 
front of their home.

We hope this will make 
it much more convenient 
for our readers and more ef-
ficient for our advertisers.

We’re Back! and Better than ever

See MaYOr
cOnt’d On page 3

 513-520-5133 COMMERCIAL

• All Types of Roofs
• Box Gutters

• Remodeling
• Free Estimates

• Fully Insured

MITCHELL 

RESIDENTIAL

Windows • Doors • Kitchens • Bathrooms• Roofing 

Since
1972D

859-360-5573
See page 8

STEAK & SEAFOOD

On a sad note, The Day-
ton Community News has 
decided to shut down after 
serving it’s community for 
decades. My father and I 
started that paper in the 70’s 
and I will be sad to see it go.

I would like to thank all 
of Bellevue for the support 
that we have received from 
the community, businesses, 
schools, churches and our 
city leaders for the ability to 
keep our paper going.

Please remember, every 
little bit helps!

5-8-20
by Mayor Charlie Cleves

Thanks to Carl 
and Julia Pitts

Carl and Julia Pitts 
moved to Bellevue in April, 
2019. After fulfilling their 
duties in the U.S. Army as 
Air Defense Artillery offi-
cers, the couple looked hard 
for a place where they could 
settle down and grow within 
a community.

They started a group 
called the Bellevue Mutual 
Aid Collective. “Everything 
for everyone; nothing for 
us.” Their search for issues 
plaguing local communities 
led them to lack of avail-
ability to food. 

They blasted local Face-
book groups, created and 
put up flyers on Fairfield 
Avenue. They collected 
food April 13-17, 2020, and 
delivered 44 bags of food to 
needy individuals and fami-
lies on April 18. 

Lewis Connell helped 
distribute the food and 
Stephanie Batsakes handed 
out flyers. 

The people of Bellevue 
came out and donated the 
44 bags of groceries. “We 
look forward to finding new 
and innovative ways that 
we can help Bellevue be-
cause frankly, we love liv-
ing here,” said Carl Pitts.

COVID-19
I want everyone to 

know we’re doing the best 
we can to provide good ef-
fective basic day-to-day 
government services for our 
citizens.

City Administrator 
Frank Warnock, his up-
per management staff and 
I meet once a week to dis-
cuss activities and projects 
in the City, and we discuss 
the City’s response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. We 
have taken steps to limit the 
staff’s exposure to risk and 
at the same time provide ba-
sic government services for 
our citizens so we are clean 
and safe.

We also meet once per 

FrOM the
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week in a teleconference 
with Campbell County 
Judge Executive Steve 
Pendery, other mayors and 
city administrators to dis-
cuss COVID-19 issues and 
to collaborate government 
responses.

Judge Pendery is doing 
a great job communicating 
with us and keeping every-
one informed.

We have been trying to 
make lemonade out of lem-
ons in Bellevue. The City 
staff has been buying lunch-
es at local restaurants on a 
regular basis to help them 
out. They need your help. 
We’ve got some ideas to 
help them through the pan-
demic and we will be trying 
to allow them more outside 
space to serve adjacent to 
their businesses on City 
sidewalks, the public way 
and privately owned areas. 
It’s a little tricky, but that’s 
not going to stop us from 
trying to help them out so 
we can increase their ability 
to do business. We need to 
be safe, but we also need to 
do business, and we can do 
that with a little thought and 
creativity. 

Our personnel resources 
have been limited by the 
pandemic, and the state 
and federal governments’ 
mandates, but we’re keep-
ing projects moving the 
best we can. Please help us 
by understanding our chal-
lenges and being patient and 
thoughtful to others. 

Truck bed sing-a-long
Bellevue resident (my 

neighbor) Bryan McCart-
ney, who lives on Prospect 
Street with his wife, Annie, 
and boys Milo and Zane, 
started a truck bed sing-a-
long tour in Belleuve.

His music studio at 205 
Lafayette was closed by the 
Coronavirus rules. That left 
him with a lot of time to try 
to come with new ideas on 
how to make a living. Af-

by Mike Pendery, Editor
For the first time ever in 

our 43 years, we were  not 
able to publish an issue in 
the month of April.

This was obviously due 
to the world wide pandemic  
and the  disruption it caused 
to businesses, but the spirit  
of Bellevue will not be sti-
fled and as your local news-
paper we will do our very 
best to provide you with the 
good news of our city.

The “better than ever” 
part will be home deliv-

by Katie Jacobs
When Holy Trinity El-

ementary School closed its 
doors on Friday March 13, 
teachers and students were 
expecting to be reunited af-
ter a few weeks to finish out 
their school year.  The loss 
of in person instruction af-
fected everyone:  no good-
bye hugs, no Olympic day, 
no Graduation, no First 
Communion, no end of 
year parties and field trips.

A big positive outcome 
from this closure was the 
implementation of Non 
Traditional Instruction 
Days or NTI days and the 
success students have had 
with online learning.  On 
that last day, every stu-
dent went home with a 
chromebook and access to 
Google Classroom.  Teach-
ers across grade levels 
have been able to push out 
meaningful, purposeful in-
struction to all students, 

thanks to the chromebooks. 
Teachers have been able to 
hold daily, sometimes one 
on one, video meetings with 
students to ensure instruc-
tion at a high level contin-
ued.  Mr. Pat Berry has been 
meeting with junior high 
students daily to teach dif-
ficult math concepts.  Mrs. 
Robin Adams (K), Mrs. 
Christina Rice (1), and Ms. 
Melissa Smith (2) each hold 
one on one and small group 
meetings to ensure indi-
vidual needs are being met 
and concepts understood.  
Principal Katie Jacobs has 
popped into different stu-
dent meetings to see stu-
dents and encourage them 
to keep working hard.  She 
has led story time for the 
first graders!  Through NTI 
days, students have learned 
how to better follow direc-
tions, budget their time, and 
become more independent 
learners.  

In addition to high lev-
els of instruction, students 
are also using technology 
in a variety of ways dur-
ing NTI days.  Students 
have improved their writing 
skills, visited far off places 
through virtual fields, cre-
ated videos as a form of as-
sessment, and participated 
in school activities like vir-
tual Stations of the Cross, 
a live streamed Children’s 
Mass with Father Martin 
Pitstick, and a virtual talent 
show!

And while Holy Trin-
ity’s teachers and staff ea-
gerly await the day that 
their students laughter and 
smiling faces fill the hall-
ways and classrooms again, 
they are all extremely proud 
and impressed with their 
students’ hard work and de-
termination to finish out the 
year as leaders and #Patriot-
Proud.

StaYing FOcuSed during nti
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by Jody Robinson
May is Preservation 

Month! Across America, 
we celebrate our heritage 
through historic places. 
Preservation enriches our 
lives by saving our past. 
Our history inspires. You 
may find it touring historic 
places; taking in the beauty 
of extraordinary historic 
buildings, experiencing the 
grit of dwellings of less 
grandeur, or sites where sig-
nificant moments in history 
occurred. Each possesses 
equally interesting stories. 

Historic places are 
worth saving as well as the 
stories behind them. Preser-
vation is for everyone! It ex-
ists everywhere you go and 
learning about the stories 
becomes addictive. Have 
you been following the Bel-
levue Sesquicentennial Cel-
ebration and Preservation in 
Bellevue Facebook pages? 
They are great resources to 
discover our rich heritage. 
The Sesquicentennial His-

tory Committee and mem-
bers of the Bellevue Pres-
ervation Commission are 
busy working on projects 
bringing our history to life. 
We’re even talking about a 
museum!

Hopefully, soon we’ll be 
able to provide more “How 
to Research Your Historic 
House” sessions. There are 
traditional research tools 
but don’t neglect items 
stashed in your attics or sto-
ries from previous owners. 
Every layer you peel away 
will lead you to another ex-
citing discovery. Until then, 
stop and look at the beau-
tiful historic structures in 
Bellevue and imagine the 
people and stories behind 
them. Let us know if you’re 
interested in helping stitch 
Bellevue’s stories together 
by contacting jody.robin-
son@bellevueky.org.

by Jody Robinson
You’ve heard us preach 

it before, but now, more 
than ever it’s important. Our 
small businesses through-
out the city that create jobs 
and bring unique character 
to Bellevue are at risk. The 
expert projections are dis-
mal of how many will sur-
vive the current crisis. The 
loss of Bellevue businesses 
could be irreparable not for 
only the owners and staff, 

but for the city and com-
munity. This is a big deal 
for us. We rely on these 
businesses to drive and sta-
bilize our economy, create 
an attraction for visitors 
while serving our residents 
including their generosity 
to local causes. We have 
the ability to help by mak-
ing local choices for our 
food, shopping, and service 
needs. Please shop small – 
shop Bellevue!

SHOP
BELLEVUE! 

Let’s Celebrate 
National Preservation 

Month

Your First 
House 

Cleaning

(859)781-3300
Check out our website  for a free price quote

$3000OFF
www.regalmaid.com

A Healthy At Home Business

REGAL MAID
We Clean, Disinfect & Sanitize

Your Home

52 Donnermeyer Drive 
Bellevue, Ky.   431-3455

We will be 
opening 
up again

soon!
MUSIC • FOOD • BANDS

by Cindy Nunery
Perspective, according 

to Webster, is a person’s 
own personal point of view, 
and while I don’t dispute 
this, I have to add there 
comes much stress from the 
“changing” part. Of course, 
most people have a huge 
problem with change al-
ready, but nothing is more 
challenging than trying to 
see something or someone 
in a completely different 
way. I’m sure you probably 
know where this is going, 
and already feel the muscles 
in your neck starting to stiff-
en up a bit, but I promise to 
make this as painless as I 
possibly can.

A few months ago you 
were probably doing what 
you normally do on a daily 
basis and not expecting any-
thing interesting to happen, 
though deep down inside 
you were dying for a knock 
at the door with a messen-
ger giving you a ticket to 
“somewhere else”. Even if 
you could simply step away 
for a few days, you would 

welcome the opportunity. 
Of course most of us feel 
powerless to do anything 
to promote change, so we 
all sit and wait for someone 
to step up and decide what 
needs to happen next.

Then it occurred to me, 
that if I spent some time 
looking at all of this from a 
different perspective, may-
be it would help lessen any 
stress or anxiety that all or 
most of us are feeling right 
now. If you look at this from 
a Godly point, it’s not that 
all of this is happening, 
but what am I to learn in 
the midst of all of it. If He 
decided that some change 
needed to take place, I think 
He would do it in a way 
that hopefully drives us to 
push through the muck, and 
hopefully back into some-
thing clean and clear. After 
all, look at the changes that 
have already taken place as 
far as pollution. With isola-
tion rules, there have been 
drastic changes in the air 
quality, and I’m sure every-
one agrees something ma-
jor had to happen for that 

to be improved. So, this is 
a good thing right? And I’m 
sure if we sit a while longer, 
we could find other ways 
where some changes have 
taken place right before our 
eyes, and we have to at least 
pause with gratitude.

Families have been giv-
en an opportunity to spend 
more time together, instead 
of filling up their calendars 
with events, travel or com-
mitments they aren’t really 
all that interested in but feel 
obligated to be a part of. Rest 
is being offered to those who 
have worked a demanding 
schedule that has compro-
mised their health and well 
being. As well, extra time 
allows one to re-evaluate 
goals, the present state of 
relationships, as well as just 
spending time alone in deep 
reflection. 

So while it is so very 
easy to get caught up in the 
confusion of the why’s and 
when, we often miss ways 
in which we can see new an-
swers to questions, as well 
as solutions to problems.

Some of which are sim-
ply allowing yourself to be 
available for those who are 
suffering from the effects of 
isolation, are suffering on 
some level with the virus, 
or have lost a loved one and 
could use a phone call or 
email.

Bottom line, try to com-
mit yourself to seeing things 
in a different way. It’s not 
that painful and could 
brighten someone else’s life 
right now, as well as your 
own.  Please be safe, and 
take care of yourself as well 
as those around you.

Please
Support 

Our 
Advertisers

They
Make 
This

Paper
Possible

For Info
Call Mike
331-7977



ter brainstorming with his 
friends who saw the videos 
of musicians coming out of 
Italy, the idea was born.

With a borrowed truck, 
he arrives in front of your 
house to perform three 
songs live for the low price 
of $30.00 plus tips.

He’s been very busy en-
tertaining the people of Bel-
levue who hire him to come 
to the front of their houses 
and perform.

Just send a message 
on this Facebook page to 
book a tour: Facebook.com/
truckbedsingalongtour.

Census 2020—may we 
count on you?

 After checking the 
response rate map, I see that 
as of this writing only 61.4% 
of in Campbell County have 
responded to the Census. In 
Bellevue, the number was 
58.4%. That’s not good.

That means 41.6% of 
Bellevue has not responded 
(I was a math major). Those 
numbers don’t add up to a 
good response rate.

All of the state and fed-
eral aid the City receives 
is based on our population 
as determined by the Cen-
sus. Please take the time to 
respond to the Census. It’s 
important to our City. Go 
to www.2020census.gov to 
find information about how 
to respond. It doesn’t take 
much time and it’s impor-
tant.

Lincoln Road
Our City Engineer, 

Mike Yeager, and his firm 
have redesigned Lincoln 
Road in order to make the 
proposed project a real-

MaYOr FrOM pg 1
ity. Originally slated to cost 
$2.6 million, the redesigned 
project is now $590,000. Of 
that amount, about $50,000 
or so has already been spent. 

On April 21, Sanitation 
District No. 1 conducted its 
Board of Directors meet-
ing and voted to award us 
$236,600 on the portion 
of the project that fits their 
criteria for matching funds. 
Soon the project will be put 
out to bid and construction 
should begin in July of this 
year.

Police and Fire
I want to take this op-

portunity to thank our po-
lice and firefighters who 
have been exposed to the 
COVID-19 risk of getting 
the virus by the nature of 
the circumstances that they 
are constantly experiencing.

Many of our residents 
are at home when they 
would normally be else-
where. I think many of us 
are frustrated, but may be 
enjoying time at home with 
family. This is not true for 
police and firefighters. 

Our police and firefight-
ers have to do what they 
can to protect themselves 
from exposure by using per-
sonal protective equipment 
(“PPE”). It’s a constant 
problem for them and the 
City. Police Chief Leland 
Estepp, Fire Chief Chris 
Adkins and their staff have 
been diligent about obtain-
ing PPE to protect their men 
and women first responders. 

Unlike cities in other 
jurisdictions, our police 
and fire are responding to 
all calls for service, fires, 

emergencies, burglaries, 
theft and so forth. At times, 
it’s challenging, but they are 
going above and beyond. I 
worry about them. Take the 
time to thank them for what 
they do.

Tom Ratterman and 
Alex Thompson

Bellevue native and res-
ident Alex Thompson took 
Bellevue to a new high on a 
warm Saturday night May 2. 
He is a talented disc jockey 
and a Bellevue High School 
graduate. Former Bellevue 
Councilperson Tom Ratter-
man invited Alex to perform 
on Tom’s front porch on 
Washington Avenue from 
7:30 to 9:30 pm and it was 
a fun evening.

Thumping music enter-
tained Bellevue folks with 
a concert to provide a little 
respite from the COVID-19 
shutdown.  The neighbor-
hood came out to enjoy a 
free evening of music and a 
temporary end to the bore-
dom brought on by the vi-
rus. Social distancing was 
practiced and everyone was 
respectful to each other.

Tom enjoyed the eve-
ning, but he had to behave 
himself because he had to 
run the Bellevue Marathon 
the next day.

There was some dancing 
in the street even by Frank’s 
wife Judy who was lit up, 
by the lights, of course. 

Even more amazing 
than the music was the 
smoke, colored spot lights 
and lasers.

I saw a professional 
photographer, Renee Mous-
er, taking many pictures 
at the event and found out 
she met Alex two years ago 
when he was the videogra-
pher at the same wedding 
where she was the photog-
rapher. Renee supplied me 
with photos for our website.

Alex is a 2014 graduate 
of Bellevue High School. 
He grew up at 315 Prospect 
which was my home from 
1955 to 1965.

If you would like to hire 
Alex, contact him at: www.
thompsonaudiovisions.com 
You’ll be glad you did that.

Thank you Tom and 
Alex for caring about Bel-
levue. 

Dobbling, MuehlenkaMp 
& erschell Funeral 

hoMes
Our families serving yOur 

families fOr generatiOns
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ESTATE
JEWELRY

Specializing in Gold, Silver, 
Loose Diamonds, Antique Jewelry, 

Antique Wrist and
Pocket Watches, especially 

Rolex, Patek Philippe, 
Vacheron & Contantin

319 Fairfield Avenue. 
Bellevue, KY. 41073

(859) 261-3636

Creating Satisfaction Since 1932

Kenneth J. Nienaber, CPA
Tax and Accounting Services

Personal, Small Business, Payroll Taxes, 
Corporate Returns and Related Services

kenncpa@gmail.com
(859) 431-8982

2042 New Linden Rd.
Newport, Ky. 41071

GRAVETT’S GARAGE

“Complete Car & Truck Repair”

180 Fairfield Ave
Bellevue, Kentucky 41073 859-581-9469

Kevin Wall, DMD

340 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue KY 41073
859-291-7621 

“A Healthy at Home Business”
Open Now! • Seeing New Patients

Congratulations
James P. Dady

James P. Dady of Bel-
levue has been selected 
as the 2020 winner of the 
Bruce Davis award for mer-
itorius service by the Ken-
tucky Bar  Association.

“Many lawyers take 
time from their practice to 
provide personal, profes-
sional, and financial support 
to the KBA. This award ex-
presses appreciation and 
respect for such dedicated 
professional service. All 
members of the KBA are 
eligible in any given year 
except for current officers 
and members of the Board 
of Governors.”

Mr. Dady has served 
as a member of the KBA’s 
Communications and Pub-
lications Committee since 
2007, and as its chair since 
2014. The committee is re-
sponsible for the content of 
the Ky Bench & Bar, the 
bi-monthly semi-scholarly 
magazine published by the 
KBA.

He was a professional 
journalist for eight years 
and is a 1994 graduate of 
NKU’s Chase Colllege of 
law.

Mr. Dady has been a 

dedicated volunteer for the 
City of Bellevue since he 
moved here in 1999. He has 
been a member of the city’s 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission for almost his entire 
period of residence, includ-
ing the last 5 as its chair. 
Mr. Dady has also served 
as a hearing officer in ad-
ministrative law matters, 
as chair of an ad hoc group 
which wrote the city’s short 
term rental regulations, and 
has edited and drafted ma-
jor sections of the zoning 
code. He is a proud member 
of Diane Witte’s flower-urn 
watering corps.

Mr. Dady and his wife 
reside in the Bonnie Leslie 
National Historic District in 
southeast Bellevue.



We are proud to continue 
“BHS Athletic History” it 
is a monthly feature. All the 
information and work to pro-
duce this column was provid-
ed by Coach Mike Swauger.

The Coaches
Mike Swauger- Bas-

ketball Coach, 1979-2002.  
Coach Swauger is a 1965 
graduate of Bellevue High 
School where he played 
football, basketball, and 
baseball.  In 1972 Ben Flora 
hired him to teach social 
studies and coach all three 

sports.  In 1979 he was el-
evated to Head Basketball 
Coach. His tenure would 
last 23 seasons which is the 
3rd longest at one school in 
Northern Kentucky history.  
(Dave Faust at St. Henry, 
27 and counting, and Stan 
Steidel 25, at Dayton rank 
ahead)  His 285 wins rank 
first in school history.  His 
teams have won 3 Con-
ference titles, an All “A” 
Classic Title, and 10 ap-
pearances in the Regional 
Tournament.  ( 6 as head 
coach)  A highlight of his 
career is one of the greatest 
wins in school history.  The 
1981-82 team drew the top 
ranked team in the Region 
and number 5 in the State, 
the thoroughbreds of New-
port Catholic.  The Tigers 
had not beaten the Breds 
in 33 years, losing 19 in a 
row, dating back to 1949. 
(Coach Flora’s 1949 Re-
gional Championship club)   
Before a packed house at 
the first year opening of the 
Newport High School Gym, 
the Tigers prevailed 81-76.  
Coach Swauger has coached 
14 players who are mem-

BhS athletic hiStOrY
by 

Coach
Mike 

Swauger

The Athletes
Patti Schuett- 1978- 

Patti was another one of 
those outstanding athletes 
from the class of 1978.  She 
was a standout in volleyball 
where she was named All-
Conference, All-Region, 
and All-State.  Her play 
helped lead the team to 
the first State Tournament 
where the Lady Tigers fin-
ished 3rd overall with a 18-4 
record.  In Track and Field 
she lettered 4 years and 
was named All-Region and 
All-State.  In 1977 the team 
won NKAC and Regional 
Crowns.  Her 880 relay 
team won gold at the state 
meet (1:48.20) and the team 
would go on to finish as 
State Runner-up.  Patti was 
one of the best long jumpers 
in Northern Kentucky.  She 
was also a 4-year letter win-
ner in basketball. 

Ramona McGovern- 
1979- Ramona was a 3-sport 
star for the Lady Tigers.  
In volleyball she was All-
Conference, All-Region, 
and All-State.  Ramona was 
voted the # 1 player in the 
NKAC her senior season.  

On the basketball court she 
was selected to every All-
Star team in the area and 
State qualifier in track.     

Jon Sutkamp- 1980- 
One of the finest football 
players on both sides of the 
football in school history.  
Jon played on the 1977 and 
1979 State Football Cham-
pions.  In 1979 he was the 
recipient of the Marty Kehoe 
Award as the Best in North-
ern Ky.  Jon was All-State 
on offense and defense. His 
4516 career rushing yards 
ranked no. 1 in Northern Ky 
at the time.  His 379 carries 
in one season ranks 5th all-
time in state history.  During 
the 1979 season he rushed 
for 2165 yards.  He went on 
to play college football at 
Eastern Ky.  

Mike Sutkamp- 1982- 
And then there came along 
younger brother.  Mike Sut-
kamp played in 3 consecu-
tive State Championship 
games.  He was All-State 
from his running back po-
sition.  Mike rewrote the 
record books:  4963 career 
rushing yards, 2488 rush-
ing yards in one season, 435 

points scored (these have 
since been surpassed) and 
today still ranks no. 1 in the 
state record books for most 
attempts in one season with 
487 in 1981. (an average of 
37.5 carries per game).  He 
followed his brother Jon to 
Eastern Ky.  Dr. Sutkamp 
resides in Louisville, Ky.

Doug Schulte- 1982- 
Doug was the point guard 
who led the Tiger basketball 
team to their historic win 
over New Cath in 1982.  He 
was known for his tough-
ness and competitiveness.  
Doug was recognized with 
All-Region and honorable 
mention All-State honors.  
In tennis he played 1st sin-
gles for 4 years.  The culmi-
nation of his senior season 
saw Doug win the Famous 
Recipe “Star of the Year” 
Award.  The school’s Vale-
dictorian and National Merit 
Scholar attended UK and 
the University of Virginia 
Medical School.
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AN EXPERIENCED BANK 

THAT UNDERSTANDS YOUR WORLD CAN 

MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD.

WesBanco Bank, Inc. is a Member FDIC.

Bellevue Banking Center
164 Fairfield Ave, Bellevue, KY | 859-491-5510 
Learn more at wesbanco.comLearn more at wesbanco.com

OLD FASHIONED
Premium Homemade

• Sodas
• Floats 
• Malts
• Sundaes
• Banana Splits
• Waffle Cones
• Turtle Sundaes

Gourmet Ice Balls
w/ Ice Cream

420 Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, KY • 431-3545
OUR ONLY LOCATION

Thank
You  For

Your
Support 

Since 1939

Please maintain social distancing
while waiting outside

Congratulations 
Class of “20”

201 6th Avenue
Dayton, KY 41074

www.nkcac.org

   EMPOWERING
NORTHERN KENTUCKIANS
               TO THRIVE

Call us today • 859-292-5222

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
DURING COVID-19

Serving Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen, and Pendleton Counties

If you are in need of emergency assistance,
Northern Kentucky CAC is here to help.

We can provide assistance with:
• Utilities
• Rent
• Food

• Health Insurance
• Emergency Assistance & More

bers of the NKADA 
Hall of Fame.  The 
Court at the Ben Flo-
ra Gym is named in 
his honor and the an-
nual Mike Swauger 
Holiday Classic is 
held each season.  
Coach Swauger is 
a member of the 
NKADA, Bellevue 
High School, and 
Northern Ky Sports 
Hall of Fame. 

we need your helpCheck Us Out Online At
bellevuecommunitynews.com
communityshopperllc.com



COPING WITH 
COVID-19

by Whayne Herriford, 
MS, LPCC

One of the measures of 
mental health is our abil-
ity to adapt to change.  And 
we’ve certainly had the op-
portunity to test that abil-
ity in the last two months.  
Regardless of whether you 
are terrified about the pres-
ence of COVID-19 or you 
believe the whole thing is 
an over-reaction, the reality 
is the world around us has 
changed and will not likely 
be the same again. 

Change is experienced 
when something that we 
are used to or depend on 
is transformed into some-
thing new.  Change is not 
always bad – in fact change 
is a necessary ingredient 
for innovation and growth.  
But when perceived it usu-
ally creates a reaction, espe-

cially if it affects something 
that is important to us or 
which has become a rou-
tine or habit.  Change is also 
situational, that is multiple 
people can experience the 
same event and have totally 
different reactions. 

One of the ways to think 
about change is whether or 
not it is large or small and 
whether it is something that 
was anticipated or not.  For 
example, if you go to pur-
chase flour at Kroger and the 
brand you usually buy is not 
available, but another brand 
is available for a similar 
price you have an unantici-
pated change that is (hope-
fully) fairly small.  And 
most of us would probably 
adjust quickly and move on.  
On the other hand, when 
COVID-19 required us to 
shift how we work, shop, 
dine out and live our lives 
this was both large and un-

Mental health 
MatterS

Tom Rieger
Buying? Selling?

Relocating?
Contact Tom!!

Office: (859) 431-9951
Cell: (859) 760-6247

trieger@fuse.net

No One Sells a Neighborhood Like A Neighbor

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Affiliates

”Serving the citizens of Bellevue for over 28 years”

kY liBrarieS OFFer aMneStY FOr all
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anticipated.  And for most 
of us it was probably much 
more impactful emotionally 
and mentally.

Emotional responses 
to change are natural – it’s 
our body sending us a mes-
sage.  The most common 
responses to change include 
anxiety, depression and 
self-medication activities 
and these are not necessar-
ily a problem.  The caution 
with any behavior is wheth-
er or not it is so strong that it 
begins to impact your abil-
ity to carry out activities of 
daily living (ADL).  In other 
words, does your anxiety, 
depression or self-medica-
tion result in your inability 
to care for yourself and your 
family or prevent you from 
working, going to school or 
taking care of your home.  Is 
your response more impact-
ful to you than the change 
itself is? 

If you find yourself ex-
periencing these symptoms, 
I’d recommend you consid-
er several things:

• Change is natural 

and we all experience it.  
• There is no “right” 

or “correct” way to react to 
change.  

• Most of the time you 
can (and do) adapt on your 
own without the help of a 
professional. 

There are two questions 
that I recommend people ask 
themselves when change is 
difficult:  1) If no one did 
anything for you to help you 
adapt to the change, what 
can you do for yourself?  2) 
If you could ask for help, 
what would it be?  The an-
swers to these questions are 
usually the basis for a plan 
to move through the change 
and reestablish a more sta-
ble perspective. 

If you feel that you need 
help seek out a counselor/
therapist who can help you 
or talk with your primary 
care provider.  In some 
cases, you might consider 
anti-depressants or anti-
anxiety medication to get 
you through the time until 
you feel that you are adjust-
ing to things better. 

Whayne Herriford is 
a Licensed Professional 

Clinical Counselor (LPCC) 
practicing in Kentucky and 
Ohio. This column is in-
tended to provide general 
information to people and is 
not for diagnostic or treat-
ment purposes.  If you are 
experiencing mental health 
related concerns you should 
see a professional.  

If you have a question 
you’d like to see addressed 
in a future column, please 
send it to:
The Bellevue Comm. News. 

email to
communityshopper

@twc.com
or mail to 

464 Kuhrs Lane
Kentonvale, Ky. 41015

Libraries all across the 
Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky are making it easier 
for people to use their lo-
cal library when coronavi-
rus restrictions are eased 
and libraries can reopen.  
The boards of trustees of 
all four Northern Kentucky 
public libraries -- Boone, 
Campbell, Grant and Ken-
ton counties -- voted at their 
April board meetings to 
provide “Amnesty for All” 
and waive all fines and fees 
for all library patrons.

This amnesty offer in-
cludes charges for lost or 
damaged items assessed pri-
or to March 14, 2020 when 
area libraries closed to pro-
tect the health and safety of 
staff and patrons.

Items currently checked 
out are expected to be re-
turned to the respective li-
braries so that others may 
use the materials.  Overdue 
fees for returned items will 

not be charged until the li-
braries fully reopen.

“People have been 
through a lot and we want to 
make it as easy as possible 
for our patrons to use their 
library again,” said JC Mor-
gan, director of the Camp-
bell County Public Library.  
“Amnesty for All wipes the 
slate clean and provides a 
fresh start.  This is especial-
ly important for people who 
have suffered through this 
pandemic.”  

Patrons do not need to 
come to the library to clear 
their accounts.  

Dave Schroeder, direc-
tor of the Kenton County 
Public Library, said waiving 
fines and fees allows people 
to use all of the library’s 
services at a time when they 
need the library the most.  

Libraries are not alone 
in helping people who have 
suffered from the coronavi-
rus pandemic.  Landlords 

are waiving rents, unem-
ployment benefits have 
been extended, small busi-
ness loans are being granted 
and many businesses are 
providing multiple free ser-
vices.  

Everyone is figuring out 
how to work from home or 
anticipate the new normal.

“People have lost their 
jobs and some have lost 
loved ones.  Parents have 
put their lives on hold to 
help homeschool their chil-
dren.  Families with tight 
incomes may have had to 
give up internet access or 
put streaming services on 
hold.  This is a tough time 
for everyone. We know that 
providing total amnesty is 
the right thing to do to help 
people where we can,” said 
Carrie Herrmann, director 
of Boone County Public Li-
brary.

Susan Nimersheim, 
director of Grant County 
Public Library, said she was 
thrilled to learn that at least 
26 libraries all around the 
state are waiving fines and 
fees.  “Libraries provide a 
great public service and it’s 
nice that so many of us have 
come together to help peo-
ple through a very difficult 
time.

Reach 
Bellevue
An ad this size 

is only $21. 
Your ad message

will reach Bellevue in 
our print edition 

and on-line.
Please help support 

our Community paper.
Contact Mike @

859-331-7977



by Jo Anne Warren Master 
Gardener, Tree Hugger

Definition: native trees 
are those indigenous to our 
area, our country, which as 
a result have over several 
centuries developed symbi-
otic relationships with their 
chosen pollinators! 

Note: plants that have 
been imported to this coun-
try without their native pol-
linators will not be able to 
offer anything of value to 
the pollinators here.  And 
consider what a prodigious 
task it would have been at 
that time to box up the na-
tive pollinators with the 
twigs, seeds and plants 
imported into this country 
from China, Southeast Asia, 

and other areas.  Plus they 
didn’t know they should.

Plants living without 
their chosen pollinators will 
be sterile, lovely to look at, 
but unable to contribute 
to the enormous task fac-
ing our planet today, as we 
lose our pollinators to poi-
son sprays, road and house 
building (which rips out 
plants in general), big ag, 
and all our practices conve-
nient to ourselves only.

Among obstacles to our 
allowing pollinators, such 
as bees, to live in our yards 
and along our sidewalks 
is a phenomenon a friend 
of mine calls “Mothers’ 
fears.”  Children are taught 
by some parents that bugs 

native treeS FOr Our tOWn
are bad things.  And those 
who sell sprays need your 
money.

The intricacy of rela-
tionships governing the 
health of plants, which gar-
den groups are beginning to 
discuss since the work of 
Douglas Tallamy explains it 
all for us, is fascinating--re-
lationships of insect forms 
with every part of plants—
above and below ground.  
You can read about it in his 
books: Nature’s Best Hope, 
and Bringing Nature Home.  
You’ll seek this information 
in gardening catalogs or 
nurseries in vain.  

To “re-wild” America:
1. Tallamy recom-

mends halving your lawn, 
cutting water and fertilizer, 
replacing with plants that 
support wildlife.

2. Remove invasive 
plants as they crowd out 
wildlife-friendly plants.  
Start with Japanese honey-
suckle (not American!), also 
Kudzu, Bittersweet, and 
totally horrid: Multiflora 
Rose.

3. Create No Mow 
Zones.  Native caterpillars 
drop from tree branches to 
the ground below, so put 
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ALL 
FOUNTAIN
POP SIZES

.99C

by Alvena Stanfield 
The Corona Virus slith-

ered into our world on a 
cough, a sneeze. It’s turned 
employees’ worlds upside 
down, sending them home 
to depend on their comput-
ers for the work they did in 
groups. Though it’s great to 
be able to work in your pa-
jamas, it is difficult to main-
tain the same momentum 
but we’re doing it. Others 
who are working in “essen-
tial” businesses are receiv-
ing incentive pay that will 
jump them into a higher tax 
bracket come April, 2021. 
For them, it’s still lemon-
ade, though they deal with 

mulch or Virginia Creeper 
(NO English Ivy!) around 
the base of the tree to make 
a safe area for birds and in-
sects to pick them up.  Huge  
numbers of caterpillars are 
fed to baby birds—easy to 
swallow.  They can’t eat 
seeds; anyway in spring 
there are no seeds.  

4. Equip outdoor 
lights (if you indeed really 
need outdoor lights) with 
motion sensors. White light 
disturbs animal behavior, 
migrating birds, hunting 
moths.  

5. Plant “keystone 
species”—such as native 
Oak, Cherry, Cottonwood, 
Willow, Birch.

6. Invite pollinators!  
Plant goldenrod, native as-
ters, sunflowers, evening 
primroses, violets, which 

support native bees.
7. Fight mosquitos 

with bacteria.  Inexpensive 
packets of Bacillus thuring-
iensis a biological pesti-
cide, placed by drains, any 
wet hatching sites.   Unlike 
sprays which kill indiscrim-
inately, BT kills mosquitos.

An example of a sym-
biotic relationship, plant 
Joe Pye Weed (Eupatorium 
purpureum) to feed and en-
courage the beleaguered 
Monarch butterfly.  They 
will not use anything else 
for the caterpillar stage of 
their four-stage life cycle.  
Note: it’s big, coarse and 
ugly.  

Not to put too fine a 
point on it: without polli-
nators we won’t have any-
thing to eat.

2227 AlexAndriA Pk., HigHlAnds HeigHts     • 441-6200

 Louis Sauser 
Matthew Sauser • Louis Sauser Jr.

FULL SERVICE
 LANDSCAPING • DESIGN

CONCRETE WORK
859-206-1526

Since 1965

rrs TM

HOUrs: MOn - sAtUrdAy 9:00 - 6:00 • sUndAy 12:00 - 4:00 tHrOUgH MAy

Save With Our High Quality Products And Low Prices

Local
Delivery 
Available

Hostas .....................................$5.99 & up
   Over 30 Varieties to choose from
Flowering Baskets..................$16.99 & up
Zonal Geraniums
4 1/2” pots ................... $3.99 ea/$43 doz.
Vinca Vine 3” pots ....... $2.99 ea./$32 doz.
Ground Covers .............................. $32 flat

Nice Selection of Plants

Herbs 3 1/2” pots ............................ $3.99
Tomatoes 3” pots .....   $1.99 ea $19.99 doz
Peppers 3 pots .......... $1.99 ea $19.99 doz.
Top Soil, 40 lb. bag ........................... $6.99
4 1/2” potted Annuals
Proven winners ............. $4.49 ea /$49 doz
Dehydrated Cow Manure
40 lb. bag ......................................... $7.99

HIGHLAND GARDEN CENTER 

With Coupon Only
Prior Sales Excluded

Expires 6/15/20

Any Purchase of 
$100 or More

$5 OFF 
ANY TREE 
OR SHRUB

HIGHLAND
GARDEN CENTER

Fertilome
Products 
Available

HIGHLAND
GARDEN CENTER

Pine
 Straw

Available

Large
Selection
of Herbs Don’t Forget June 21st

Full Line of
Fruit Trees 
& Berries

179 Fairfield Avenue • Bellevue, KY 41073
P 859.581.2088    F 859.581.1008  D 859.292.7107 

www.assuredpartners.com

the annoyance of masks, 
gloves and isolation from 
so many closed offices, 
stores and services.

But what about the ones 
who used to have lemon-
ade and now are feeling the 
sour effects of lemons. Un-
employed, frustrated by not 
being able to communicate 
with or receive funds from 
their well-deserved unem-
ployment benefits, they and 
their families are dealing 
with the stresses  of grief: 
denial, negotiation, anger, 
acceptance. Each level is so 

Lemonade 
  to Lemons? 
     Or Not

See leMOnade 
cOnt’d On page 7



Much like the vibrant, 
eclectic river town sur-
rounding it, the Bellevue 
Independent Schools have 
undergone a transformation 
in recent years, redefining 
the educational experiences 
of the students they serve.  
This renaissance signifies 
Bellevue’s commitment to 
being a contributor to both 
academia and society, pro-
viding opportunities for in-
tellectual pursuits and psy-
chosocial connections to a 
hometown that serves as a 
launching point for a ful-
filling life.  The synonymy 
of school and community 
makes Bellevue unique and 
extraordinary.

Bellevue Schools have 

become a regional and state-
wide brand, with a black 
and gold backdrop to accen-
tuate the achievements of 
students and staff.  We are 
guided by a set of core val-
ues that serve as the vision 
and mission for the district.  
These core values were de-
veloped through conversa-
tion and collaboration with 
district staff, community 
members, and students.  The 
essential question preceding 
the development of the core 
values was, “How would 
you describe a Bellevue 
High School graduate?”  
The qualities and character-
istics that emerged as con-
sistent themes provided the 
foundation for what guides 

the district today and in the 
future.

BISD values Honoring 
the Past.  There is a soul-
ful intimacy about Bellevue 
Schools that is difficult to 
define but is anchored by a 
fiercely protected environ-
ment of inclusion.  Once 
you don our colors and the 
iconic B, you become privy 
to a kinship that offers the 
safety of a forever home.  
One of our goals is to con-
nect our alumni with current 
students and staff to perpet-
uate the family environment 
that so characterizes our 
culture. 

BISD values Embracing 
the Present.  “The Bellevue 
Classroom” is an articulated 
P-12 instructional blueprint 
and is illustrated by pur-
poseful processes and life 
skill development dedicated 
to the whole child.  From 
pre-school through gradua-
tion, the mission is to guide 
students to deeper levels of 
understanding through the 
building of community and 

Total Home Care
Residential & Commercial Remodeling

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL
•Kitchens •Bathrooms • Basements

•Additions • Restoration • New Builds
FullyInsured

859-261-5554

www.mytotalhomecare.com

Over 30
Years Of

Excellence

Andrew Ashcraft - thc.andy@gmail.com
cell 859-630-3607 • fax 859-581-0024

24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully 
Insured

Trimming & 
Removal

Stump 
Grinding

Allens 
Lawn 

& 
Tree 
Care

859-743-1840

allenslawncare246@gmail.com
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painful, family members 
hurt one another because 
they are hurting.

This writer’s family 
spent years living within 
lemons. Years, when we 
would have to decide 
which utility we could live 
without. Water? We got 
5-gallon containers from 
our friends’ and parents’ 
homes. Heat? If the weather 
was around 55, we turned 
off the furnace. Forget air 
conditioning no matter 
how hot. At first our situa-
tion bent us to the ground. 
But as it continued for a 
while, we began to realize 
this was an opportunity for 
us and our children to learn 
genuine life lessons. Here’s 
some of what we learned.

Treasure those who 
share your life. Entertain-
ing one another like people 
did before the internet, even 
before TV builds a bond. 
We played 500 Rummy, 
improved the kids’ math 
skills. We gathered around 
the table, concentrating as 

much on socializing as on 
reassembling jigsaw puzzle 
pieces into the picture. Af-
terward, we glued the fin-
ished puzzle onto cardboard 
and hung it in the hall. The 
kids were proud of their ac-
complishment every time 
they headed to the kitchen 
or bathroom. New recipes 
proved to be good and bad. 
We cooked together so no 
one was to blame. The bad 
ones, we laughed at. We 
needed that laugh. So what 
can be gained when the 
world fills with lemons? 

In spending time 
around a table playing 
games, our conversations 
to face the unknown, the 
terrible unknown, grew and 
we gained a greater depth 
and understanding of those 
we share our lives with. 
And surprise, we found out 
we like one another. We 
all gained a sense of our 
endurance, our strength in 
ourselves and in our family. 
The bravery built into our 
spirits that had been asleep, 
woke up. Our courage to 
face the unknown, the ter-
rible unknown, rose up. We 
could lift our chins and say, 
“Bring it.” 

But other times, before 
and after our downturn, we 

had income well over the top 
of necessities. We’ve each 
kept the courage we gained 
by lemons. So what can 
this writer pass on to those 
dealing with the stresses 
pressed on us by COV-
ID-19? First, stop listen-
ing to the media. It thrives 
on emotion. Take a minute 
to chart what they say and 
what actually happens. For 
example, 4,468,000 people 
live in Kentucky. On May 
7 at 5 PM, livescience.com 
reported Kentucky has had 

GARY
GENTRUP
CONSTRUCTION

• concrete  • masonry

use of thinking strategies in 
a workshop setting.  Hold-
ing a strong belief that there 
is no ceiling, The Bellevue 
Classroom is aimed at dis-
pelling any myth of limits 
on student achievement.  
This movement is steeped 
in sound research, including 
elements of brain function, 
cognitive development, and 
social interaction.  

BISD values Securing 
a Future.  Student transi-
tion to life after BISD is a 
priority for school person-
nel. Beginning in the fall 
of 2020, BHS will employ 
a dedicated Transition Co-
ordinator to assist students 
with their passion.  College-
going students from BHS 
are enrolled in a sequence 
of dual-credit courses in 
collaboration with Gateway 
Community and Technical 
College.  Over a period of 
two years, many students 
will earn enough college 
credit to entirely bypass the 
typical general education 
courses of a freshman year.  

And thanks to a board of ed-
ucation committed to build-
ing a better Bellevue, all of 
this is completely funded by 
the school district, saving 
families thousands of dol-
lars in future college tuition.  
Other individualized op-
portunities for career-bound 
students include pathway 
partnerships with surround-
ing districts and internships 
with area businesses. 

If you would like to 
know more about Bellevue 
Independent Schools, please 
contact the district office 
at (859) 261-2108 or email 
me at robb.smith@bellevue.
kyschools.us.
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SCHWAB

859-835-3595

Over the past several 
weeks of COVID-19, my 
soul – the deepest part of 
my being, that inward inten-
sity within me that makes 
me human and connects me 
with the Divine – has been 
stirred and roused in some of 
the deepest ways I’ve ever 
experienced.  This world-
wide event has brought to 
me a higher consciousness 
of my connection with ev-
ery person on this planet.  It 
has stopped me in my rou-
tines and made me realize 
that my life is joined with 
all the people of this world 
that God so loves.  

Isn’t it ironic that during 
a time such as this when we 
are disconnected from peo-
ple and our daily routines 
that this virus connects us 
with the people of the world 
beyond ourselves?

It is a fact -- we are in 
this together.  We are one hu-
man race, one creation with 
all creation, and one world 
together.  This pandemic, as 
horrific as it is, has joined us 

with people of different cul-
tures, religions, and ways 
of life.  So, when you feel 
you need to run away from 
staying at home, you’ll just 
be running to another place 
with the same challenges.

Amazingly, we can be 
the solution to this prob-
lem.  As overwhelming as 
it is, we know what to do, 
we know the simple acts of 
mindfulness that can heal 
and make the world a better 
place and saves lives.  

• Social distancing at 
 least 6 feet
• Wearing a mask
• Gathering virtually
• Staying home
• Being informed
• Washing our hands, 
 a lot
• Covering our cough 
 or sneeze
• Disinfecting 
 surfaces often
• Contacting our
 health care provider
 if we’re sick

• Helping those in 
 need
So, the best way to love 

your neighbor as you love 
yourself is to follow these 
practices.

My prayers are with you 
all.
Pastor Keith M. Haithcock

Virtual pre-recorded 
Sunday Worship at 10:30am

Visit our website for 
login: 

www.StJohnChurch.net
No matter who you are 

or where you are on life’s 
journey you are welcome 
at St. John United Church 
of Christ on the corner of 
Fairfield & Ward Avenues 
in Bellevue, Kentucky.
Pastor@StJohnChurch.net

We Haul It All!!

513-371-2763

Appliances, Furniture, Construction Debris, Tree Removal, Attic, 
Yard, Garage, Basement, All Areas 

Best Rates, Same Day Service Available.

AFFORDABLE HAULING
FREE Estimates

Soft-Baked Pretzels
Pretzel Sandwiches

Dine-In or Carry Out
Party Trays Available

411 Fairfield Ave
859-781-6569

Congratulations Class of “20”
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Phone: 859-360-5573
Email: ktrotta1961@gmail.com

441 6th Avenue
Dayton, KY 41074

Tuesday through Saturday 4:30 p.m. to 8:00  

STEAK & SEAFOOD

Check out our website at
trottassteakandseafood.com

Dine in Opening Soon!!
Open For 

Carryout Now!!
In Car Dining 
In Parking Lot

FrOM the cOrner
“COVID-19 - Bringing Us Together”

6,128 confirmed cases and 
294 deaths. So if we do the 
math, 4,461,872 Kentuck-
ians HAVE NOT had con-
firmed cases of the virus. 
And, of those who tested 
positive, there are 5,834 
Kentuckians who have sur-
vived after testing positive. 

The steps we have tak-

en, like staying home, wear-
ing masks and cleaning 
surfaces have made a differ-
ence. Other states have had 
much higher percentages. If 
we can view this lemon sit-
uation as a learning experi-
ence, by the end of summer, 
we will again enjoy lemon-
ade.

leMOnade 
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BELLEVUE VETS 
Bar Open To The Public

24 Fairfield Ave • Bellevue, Ky • 431-0045

QUEEN OF HEARTS
at $10,000 and waiting for 

normal business to start

Memorial Day
Thank a Veteran

Monday
May 25th, 2020

CELEBRATING 75  YEARS 1945 -  2020

VOLLEYBALL
STARTING 

JUNE 22,2020

BASEBALL
STARTING 

JUNE 15,2020

HORSESHOES
STARTING 

JUNE 29,2020

SIGN UP
ON

FACEBOOK
OUTdOOR AcTiviTiES iN THE wEST pARkiNg lOT

FOOD • LIVE STREAMING GAMES
AND MORE

ELECTRONIC PULLTABS WILL OPEN SOON

$25 OFF When you 
mention this ad




